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with less than 9000 men, to make the infantry of that
advance guard camp in close order, and to place it at an
hour's distance from the army. You have lost the 35th
because you ignored this principle; you formed a rear
guard with one regiment, which was subsequently out-
flanked. If there had been four regiments there, they
would have formed such a resisting mass that the army
would have come up in time to succour them.

" . . . To-day you are about to start upon a regular
operation: you must march with an advance guard
composed of Aplenty of cavalry, a dozen guns and a good
infantry division.

" The whole remainder of your corps will have to
bivouac one hour in the rear, light cavalry covering,
of course, as much as possible. . . .

" From your advance guard to the rear of your park,
there must not be more than three or four leagues. ..."

The strongly organised advance guard just mentioned,
therefore, is not merely the reconnoitring force we have
already seen to have been sent from Oedenburg on
Korinend. It is also such a resisting mass that the army
may arrive in time to reinforce that advance guard
and continue the battle engaged, to strike the enemy
when he is held a,t last.

To sum up, contrary to Prince Eugene, who organises
scouting and manceuvfe independently from each other,
by basing himself in both cases on the ground and on
the supposed intentions of the enemy, Napoleon wants
manoeuvre to be but a development of scouting, the latter
being successively modified to that end, owing to the
strong advance guard capable, first, of supporting explor-
ing parties searching fa* news; secondly, the enemy
having been found, of itself taking up the intelligence
service, a,nd, to this end, of transforming exploration
into a reconnaissance ; thirdly, capable, after finding and
reconnoitring the enemy, of fioting him for such a length
of time as is necessary for the main army to arrive.

The main body of the army follows behind, ready to
utilise those results immediately, to set up a system
or a combination. How could this army manoeuvre
otherwise than surely and securely, being protected by
those dispositions which constantly aim at scouting, at
covering and preparing the manoeuvres?